
6. The Council recommends:

I. That approval be given for the construction of a new building for the Genetics Field Station, as
described in this Report.

II. That the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Planning and Resources) be authorized to accept tenders for the
works in due course, within available funding.
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The GENERAL BOARD beg leave to report to the
University as follows:

1. Infectious diseases are a major area of importance
in national and international health. On the
international front, established infectious diseases (such
as tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV) remain problems of
global importance, and new challenges are presented by
emerging infectious diseases. Within the UK and other
developed countries, hospital-acquired infections and
increasing antimicrobial resistance present major

problems for the NHS. The discipline of Clinical
Microbiology is concerned with the laboratory
diagnosis of human infectious diseases, and the
identification and study of the microbial agents which
cause them. There are new opportunities for advances
in laboratory diagnosis and understanding microbial
virulence, particularly consequent on the ability to
rapidly sequence microbial genomes and apply novel
molecular techniques to diagnosis.

2. The School of Clinical Medicine, particularly in


