Topic of concern to the University: Support for the Veterinary course
12 December 2025

The Director of Governance and Compliance gives notice that she has received the following
request for the discussion of a Topic of concern to the University:

Support for the Veterinary course at the University, including questions of
general principle regarding reasonable processes within the University

The Council of the School of the Biological Sciences (CSBS) is said to have made a
recommendation to the General Board that the University should cease veterinary
education at Cambridge.

In an email to staff and students at the Department of Veterinary Medicine on
10°December 2025, Professor Simons said that the Council considered ‘the ongoing
financial challenges of continuing to provide veterinary clinical services’ as the
context for this discussion. The Vice-Chancellor had made a public statement on
19°November 2025 (published on 20°November) that there was no financial reason
to close any teaching courses. The quality of clinical teaching on the Cambridge
veterinary course has recently been commended or highly scored by external parties
including the Royal College and various external university rankings.

The Head of School said in a meeting with staff on 11°December that all matters, not
just financial, were considered, but was unable to elaborate on what these matters
were. The CSBS meeting received a paper and a presentation from the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor for Planning and Resources, Professor Philpott, raising questions about
the amount of capital available for other SBS Departments to be redeveloped if the
Vet School required new buildings.

The Head of School also confirmed in a staff Q&A meeting on 11°December that he
was led to believe that the Department required a new building for the Department
and Veterinary Hospital, however this was not the case. As a result, all options
appraisals evaluated included the cost of a new building (at a cost of £56°million)
which will have massively impacted the financial analyses that were considered by
the CSBS.

The General Board is set to meet to discuss this at a recently convened meeting on
15 January.

As well as the future of the Vet.M.B. course, aspects of the above process are
matters of concern.

o Why is the CSBS not considering the financial impact of a model for clinical
services and veterinary education that does not include the costs associated
with a new building and hospital?

¢ Why is the CSBS making a recommendation to cease teaching a whole
course here, when the Head of School described the context of the financial
challenges of the veterinary clinical services, which only teach one element of
this?

e Why was the Department of Veterinary Medicine excluded from the CSBS
meeting when the discussion progressed on to consider the whole future of
the course?

e What processes should the University have in place to consider the closure of
whole established and externally accredited courses?



This request is supported by the 93 members of the Regent House listed in Annex A.

The date of the Discussion at which this Topic of concern will be discussed will be confirmed
when this Notice is published in the Reporter on 17 December 2025.
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