
Grace for submission to the Regent House under Special Ordinance A (ii) 5 
(suspension or termination of admissions to a course) 

13 February 2026 

The Council has received the following Grace, which has been initiated under Special 
Ordinance A (ii) 5 by 995 members of the Regent House. A list of the signatories is set out 
in Annex A. 

The Council will consider the Grace at the earliest opportunity. 

Formal text of the Grace 

That the following new Regulation 5 be added after Regulations 1-4 of the Ordinance for the 
General Board (Statutes and Ordinances, 2024, p.°120): 

5. In the case of a course or subject leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree, or to a 
Bachelor's or a Master's degree established by Special Ordinance: 

(a) a decision to suspend the admission by Colleges of students to such a course 
or subject shall be taken by Grace after the publication of either a Notice or, if the 
Board is aware that the suspension is likely to prove controversial, a Report; 

(b) a decision to terminate the admission by Colleges of students to such a course 
or subject, or otherwise discontinue such a course or subject, shall be taken by 
Grace after the publication of a Report. 

Background 

The General Board is considering a recommendation of the Council of the School of the 
Biological Sciences (SBS) to terminate the Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine (VetMB) Degree. 
Indications are that if the General Board accepts this recommendation, it will suspend or 
terminate admissions to the VetMB without putting the matter to the Regent House. The 
General Board would achieve this by relying on Statute A°V°1(d) which grants the General 
Board power to make regulations about any matters within its responsibility, such regulations 
not to be inconsistent with the provisions of any Statute, Ordinance or Order. 

While there is no Statute or Ordinance concerning the suspension or termination 
of admissions to courses, removal of the VetMB (which is a Primary Degree listed in Special 
Ordinance B (i) 1) would require a Report and Grace, and potentially a vote of the Regent 
House. Presumably the General Board would propose this removal in seven or so years, 
once the current cohorts of VetMB students had graduated, by which time consulting the 
Regent House would be irrelevant. 

The substantive decision is whether or not to suspend or terminate admissions to the VetMB. 
Even though the recent Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) site visit 
demonstrated positive outcomes, such a voluntary decision by the University to restrict 
admissions would trigger terminal accreditation from the RCVS which, while allowing all 
remaining students to complete the programme and graduate as accredited veterinary 
surgeons, would lead to the permanent closure of the VetMB.  

The General Board’s apparent intention to sidestep consulting the Regent House on the 
substantive decision is contrary to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Board’s Statement of 
Intention (reproduced in Statutes and Ordinances, 2024, p.°121): 
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In considering any proposal for enacting or amending an Ordinance in pursuance of 
its powers under Statute A V 1(d), the General Board will consult other University 
bodies as appropriate. If in the course of such consultation the Board becomes 
aware that the matter is likely to prove controversial, it will also consult the Regent 
House by initiating a Grace enabling the Regent House to express an opinion on the 
proposed change. The Board will give consideration to remarks made at any 
Discussion of such matters and to the outcome of any vote on them. 

The future of the VetMB is evidently a highly controversial matter, e.g. at the Discussion on a 
Topic of Concern on the VetMB over 350 people attended, and 54 spoke (of which only two 
speeches, both by members of the Council of the SBS, were in support of the 
recommendation of the SBS). The Regent House should have an opportunity to express an 
opinion, especially since discontinuation of admissions has consequential implications for 
the future viability of the Department of Clinical Veterinary Medicine and the staff employed 
in it, particularly those who teach the VetMB or work in the Queen’s Veterinary Hospital. 

Moreover, 

• the procedure being pursued wholly bypasses the Colleges, which have a statutory 
role in admission to a Tripos course, subject only to the Statutes and Ordinances; 

• when in 2017 the General Board put forward the far less consequential decision of 
rescinding the Medical and Veterinary Sciences Tripos and of introducing two new 
Triposes (the Medical Sciences Tripos and the Veterinary Sciences Tripos), it did so 
by Grace not fiat (Reporter, 6450, 2016-17, p.°307). 

Accordingly, this Grace is proposed to ensure that the General Board cannot sidestep the 
Regent House when proposing to suspend, terminate or otherwise discontinue a course. 

If the General Board suspends or terminates admissions to the VetMB prior to this Grace 
being put to the Regent House, then the General Board’s decision could potentially be 
reversed by the Order of another 50-member Grace. 

As allowed under Special Ordinance A°(ii)°5, we request that the following Grace be 
submitted to the Regent House. 
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T. PILIZOTA 
H. R. PINNOCK 
A. M. PITTS 
J. PLUMMER BRAECKMAN 
E. PO 
J. L. POLLARD 
S. A. POLONIUS-

TEICHMANN 
E. E. POMEROY 
B. M. B. POST 
C. J. POUNTAIN 
J. J. POWELL 
K. L. POWLESLAND 
A. S. POWLSON 
L. E. POWLSON 
A. M. PRESANIS 
E. K. PRICE 
S. J. PRICE 
T. B. PULIMOOD 
D. M. PULLINGER 
C. PURI 
M. QATO 
M. RADAKOVIC 
S. RADIONOVSKAYA 
E. RAFFAN 
R. RAFIKOV 
A. RAGUSIS 
M. T. RAHMAN 
D. RALPH 
M. H. RAMAGE 
P. RAMOS PINTO OLIVEIRA 

DA SILVA 
E. H. E. RAMSEY 
R. E. RANDALL 
F. A. RANDOW 

S. RANGANATHAN 
O. RATH-SPIVACK 
E. M. RAWLINSON-MILLS 
J. D. RAY 
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A. REINHARDT 
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R. A. W. REX 
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K. SAEB-PARSY 
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D. J. STUBBS 
L. SU 
C. SUMMERS 
N. SWAMINATHAN 
A. M. SZEWCZAK-HARRIS 
M. K. SZUBA 
J. P. TALBOT 
Z. TARACSAK 
D. J. TASKER 
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R. M. S. THORLEY 
A. L. THORN 
J. L. THOROGOOD 
J. R. Y. THURLOW 
L. S. TILEY 
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A. TSOMPANIDIS 
A. W. TUCKER 
L. E. TUCKER 
J. M. TURNER 
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Grace for submission to the Regent House under Special Ordinance A (ii) 5 (Vet.M.B. 
admissions) 

13 February 2026 

The Council has received the following Grace, which has been initiated under Special 
Ordinance A (ii) 5 by 492 members of the Regent House. A list of the signatories is set out 
in Annex A. 

The Council will consider the Grace at the earliest opportunity. 

Formal text of the Grace 

That, with effect from 16 February 2026 and notwithstanding any regulation of the General 
Board made or to be made, admission of students to the Vet.M.B. course not be suspended 
or terminated otherwise than by Grace after the publication of a Report on the future of 
Veterinary Education and Research in the University, and that an Order be issued to this 
effect. 

Background 

By mid-morning on Thursday 12 February 2026, the Initiated Grace on suspension or 
termination of admissions to a course had attracted about 850 signatures, including two 
current Heads of House, nine former Heads of House, two well-respected former Pro-Vice-
Chancellors, a Peer and a former MP.  

Informal soundings have been made in the past week (as were also made before initiating 
the first Grace), but the option of the General Board deciding on 23 February 2026 to cease 
admissions to the Vet.M.B. remains on the table. Colleges have been informed that 
communications and meetings are being arranged for that afternoon to outline the Board’s 
decision. 

There is therefore the possibility that the closure of the VetMB will be decided on 23 
February and communicated to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons forthwith. If no 
offers for October 2026 were to be made, and the RCVS placed the Vet.M.B. in terminal 
accreditation, the General Board would have achieved a fait accompli. 

The aim of this Grace is to indicate to both the RCVS and applicants for the Vet.M.B. course 
that the decision of the General Board might be subsequently overturned by a ballot of the 
Regent House. The General Board do not have the unfettered power to make the decision to 
suspend or terminate admissions because of the qualification in Statute A V 1(d) in respect 
to an Order. Needless to say, the General Board may dispute that interpretation, but there 
are appeal mechanisms within Statutes and Ordinances to resolve the issue. 

As allowed under Special Ordinance A (ii) 5 we request that the following Grace be 
submitted to the Regent House. 

ANNEX A 

D. R. E. ABAYASEKARA 
R. H. ABBOTT 
J. M. ADAMS 
A. AGARWAL 
I. ALAMI 
J. S. ALDRED 

T. R. S. ALLAN 
G. P. ALLEN 
M. J. ALLEN 
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N. G. AMANO PATINO 
S. ANAND 

P. S. ANDERSON 
M. R. ANDREWS 
P. R. ANTROBUS 
W. J. ASTLE 
G. W. ATKINS 
K. M. AYRES 

https://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/univ/so/pdfs/2024/speciala.pdf#page=1
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H. AZERAD 
Z. AZIZ 
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M. P. COLEMAN 
R. M. COLEMAN 
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F. COLUCCI 
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N. J. COOPER 
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J. R. GOG 
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M. S. GOLDING 
R. GOLDSMITH 
C. J. GONDA 
D. A. GOOD 
D. J. GOODE 
P. GOPAL 
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A. J. GRAINGER 
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S. GREGORY 
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